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Introduction 

So, you want to start an origami club? How do you go about it? Where do you find other folders? How do you find a place to meet? This handbook will answer those, and many other questions for you. It is a compilation of the work of many people just like you, those that have started their own origami clubs. Over a period of two years, these people corresponded with each other through The OrigamiUSA Local area group Exchange. The Exchanges have been edited into this handbook. Much of the information you will find will be "common sense", things you probably have already thought of. There will be some that are new and, perhaps, unconventional. All of it should be helpful to you in your endeavor to share the joy of folding.
How to Find Closet Folders 

The first thing you need to start an origami club is other folders! You may already have a group of people that are interested in forming a group, which is great - having a base group to begin with is the easiest way to form a club. Not everyone has that advantage, however, so how DO you find other folders? Here are a few tips from people that have started their own groups. 

The main thing to finding new folders is to fold, fold, fold! This may sound silly at first, but if you think about it, at some point nearly everyone has had the experience of folding and having someone say, "I used to fold when I was a kid," or "could you show me how to do that?" Carry paper with you in your briefcase or purse and fold while waiting for your bus or train, fold in line waiting for a bank teller, waiting for the play or concert or movie to begin, fold for your kids' friends, fold to amuse friends at parties, fold money for tips for wait staff, fold your own jewelry, fold jewelry for others, give origami gifts, display origami models on your desk at work, leave models on other people's desks, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera. (Just be aware that if your spouse and friends start rolling their eyes at you when you get the paper out, you may be overdoing it a bit.) 

A second way to find folders is to hold demonstrations and classes. These demos and classes can be held at any number of places, most notably libraries. Most libraries will jump at the chance to have you come in and teach a class or put up a display because it can increase their circulation for those books. Be aware that many librarians tend to think of origami as a children's art, and not so much for adults, so you may want to specify the age group you are looking for. If you don't mind having kids in your group, remember most kids under the age of 7 or 8 don't have the attention span or coordination to fold very complicated models, so either limit the age or "invite" parents to stay. Also remember that you are NOT a baby-sitting service, so don't hesitate to make the kids behave or leave. Many libraries won't mind paying you for your time either - and if you don't ask for some sort of reimbursement, you can find yourself being taken advantage of.) 

In addition to libraries, you may consider teaching at a local art store (or some place else in town that carries origami paper), a "free university" (check with local universities or colleges to see if they offer this type of class), recreation centers, community centers, nursing homes, your child's school, craft fairs (although they may charge for table space), church bazaars, and, a favorite of the Denver Local area group, Star Trek conventions! 

Displays, a third way to find folders, can be put up at most of the same places; usually all you have to do is ask. Since the purpose of the display is to inform people of your club, be sure to put a flier or card in the display case with a phone number where interested parties may receive further information. In addition to displays, many groups decorate Christmas trees for their libraries, restaurants, schools, nursing homes, hospitals, or for charitable organizations. Trees are lovely, but they take a lot of time and paper. Check with the organization to find out if they would even LIKE a tree, and then find out any specifications they may have for it (like fireproofed paper, no lights, artificial tree, etc.). Many groups start working on ornaments during the summer because trees are model intensive. 

A fourth way to find folders is distributing fliers advertising your group. Ask your art store or paper supply store to put up a poster listing meeting times and place, and, at the very least, a phone number where the contact person for the group may be reached. Pass out fliers to the people taking your class. Have some fliers handy for the library to give away in conjunction with a display. Have some little fliers to give to people along with a model on the bus or train - or make the model part of the flier! A fifth way to find new folders is electronically! If you are on the Internet you may find folders on the origami list, or through home pages, chat rooms, and all the other fun web sites! (By the way, to subscribe to the origami mailing list, send an e-mail to listserv@mit.edu with no subject line and the message ... subscribe origami.) A sixth way to find folders is to utilize the local newspapers. Often papers, especially smaller community papers, will list clubs as a community service. They may also advertise classes, demonstrations and displays for you. Don't be shy about sending press releases and pictures (generally black and white reproduce better) to the papers for community projects you may be doing, Christmas trees, displays or classes you may be teaching. To recap, the best way to find other folders, if you don't already have a base group, is to fold in any way you can, and let people know about you and your group in any way you can. Simple enough, eh?
How to Find a Low or No Cost Meeting Place 

Now that you have more than one person in your group, where do you get together and fold? 

HOMES 

Probably one of the easiest and least expensive places to meet is at the home of a member. Several groups "round robin" their meeting place so that no one person is the host too often. Some groups simply meet at the home of the leader or some other accommodating member. There are several advantages to meeting at homes, namely, there is always a bathroom handy, a refrigerator, and the time that you are allowed to spend is entirely flexible depending upon the generosity of the host. The homey atmosphere can also contribute to a more relaxed folding session where people may be able to get to know each other a little better, even be less shy about asking questions. 

The disadvantages of meeting at homes may outweigh the advantages, depending upon the size of the group. Crowded conditions, not enough folding space, and irritated non-folders living in the same quarters can be detrimental to a folding session. People not willing to share hosting duties can make it hard for those who are willing to have people come to their homes. And, unfortunately, in this day and age, you may not want to invite total strangers into your home, which makes it hard to increase the size of your group, and to make the meetings "public." Another detriment, depending on where the person lives, would be parking and transportation concerns. Not everyone may have places for a dozen or more cars to park in the same area, and not everyone may be near public transportation for those people that would need to ride a bus or train.
LIBRARIES 

Perhaps the most common public place to find free, or nearly free, meeting space is the local library. Most libraries have at least one meeting room, or community room, that they are willing to let groups use for their meetings. Most likely, the room will have to be arranged for in advance, perhaps for several months at a time. This makes it rather easy for people to remember the meeting time and date since it will be the same - say, the second Tuesday evening of the month, from 5 to 7. It will also make it easier for new people to find you, and many libraries publish a guide to public events in their library that your group may be listed in. If the library does require that you pay for the space, they may be willing to trade space for free classes, displays or a Christmas tree. (Just be sure that you have willing teachers and people willing to donate time, paper and models to displays and trees.) As with most community buildings, parking and public transportation are of less concern than an individual's home may be. A generally more central location can be a boon, too, since no one person may have to drive a long distance to get to meetings. 

The greatest disadvantage mentioned with libraries is the lack of flexibility with meeting times and days. Special or extra folding sessions (for holidays, etc.) may have to be held at another locale. Sometimes, you're not quite finished folding when the lights start going out and the librarians are at the door of the room tapping their toes waiting for the group to pack up and leave. It should be noted that to stay in the good graces of the library, all attempts to be finished and out the door on time should be made.
CHURCHES 

Churches seem to be another popular meeting spot with origami groups. If everyone in the group is comfortable meeting in the basement of another member's church, it may be an avenue you would want to explore.
OTHER PLACES 

Other avenues of exploration may be: 

• The local community center or "Y" 

• Museums 

• Boys and Girls Clubs 

• Local fire station may even have a community room (especially if it is a volunteer fire department). 

• Facilities operated by the Parks and Recreation 

• A restaurant, particularly a Chinese or Japanese restaurant, may be amenable to hosting a group's meetings on slow nights in exchange for the group eating a meal prior to the meeting (Friday and Saturday nights would not be good times to try to set up a meeting at a restaurant). 

• Company, or a bank, where a member works that has conference rooms. The company may be willing to allow meetings during after hours (This may be harder with large technical companies since they generally have a lot of security procedures that need to be followed, also it may be hard to expand your club membership 

• Outdoors in a park in warmer weather and warmer climates (just beware of breezes, birds overhead, and automatic sprinkler systems). 

• Apartment complex, or a condominium, where a member lives may be willing to provide access to the recreations room (generally these rooms would not be available on a regular basis, and many times a cleaning deposit would be required for each meeting.) 

• A craft supply store, book store or art supply store that has a meeting or class room may be willing to allow your group to use in exchange for classes or displays - one group in the Chicago area meets in a magic store. 

• Schools, especially if members are students there. 

The advantages and disadvantages of all of these locations should be weighed carefully against the goals of your group. If the main focus of the group is to have an occasional folding session with a small group of people, to share some laughs, food and drink, and not to get much larger, an individual home is probably the answer for you. If the group wants to go public hoping to expand, needs a lot of parking, needs a more central location, or any other special concern, other locations may be considered the best. Let your fingers do the walking and call around. Don't get discouraged, it may take some time, but a good meeting place that is affordable is well worth the effort.
Organizing Your Origami Group 

Okay, you have some members and a place to meet - now what? How do you go about organizing your group? 

There are probably as many ways to organize a group as there are groups! Organization runs the gamut from having one person making all the decisions for the group to a completely democratic way of doing things with officers and voting. Many of the decisions to be made in this regard depend on the size of the group - it is rather pointless to vote with only two people and, for that matter, it doesn't seem fair to have a "benevolent dictatorship" with only two people! 

Most Origami USA local area groups responding to this part of the study tended to favor a more loosely organized group with one or two people taking charge of most of the decision making and everyone else going along with the flow. Larger groups may want more input on decision making, but still just have one or two people being taking care of the "daily" responsibilities of maintaining the group. (These would include setting up meeting times and places if need be, contacting the other members of the group, collecting and returning keys for meeting rooms, keeping the "books," and deciding what models will be taught.) 

There are several advantages to a loosely based group such as this. The main advantage is there aren't any real politics going on! Power struggles can be ugly! Most of the group will be quite willing to let someone else be the fearless leader... namely you since you took the time and trouble to set things up in the first place. Other advantages include less time spent on business, paperwork, elections, voting (other than informal polls when necessary), and all the other things that being formally organized entails. Disadvantages include the burning out of the person responsible for doing everything, which is a good way to have a group fail. 

A fully democratic way of doing things, voting, electing officers, and that sort of thing probably would work best where the group is very large and tend to not know each other on a personal level. Most people would tend to find this way of doing things a little colder and less personal, which would fit with a larger impersonal group that perhaps has a fluctuating membership. The advantages to this would be having a revolving group of three or four people responsible for details and voting allows everyone to have their say in matters. 

There are several things to think about when deciding about your organization structure, such as whether or not to charge dues or other fees for membership, how do you contact people in your group, who provides paper, what activities are good for group projects, and how to structure an actual meeting. So, on to those subjects! 

How Meetings are Structured 

Here again, there are as many ways to structuring a meeting as there are groups that have meetings! Many of the groups in OrigamiUSA favor a rather unstructured meeting. Chatting for awhile, catching up on the news of each other's lives, taking care of anything that needs to be done and then getting down to FOLDING! Some groups even discuss business while they are folding. Groups that meet in restaurants may eat before they fold (it's rather messy to eat while folding), and that is when they do all their routine stuff. Mainly, it just depends on how you decide to set yourself up - a more formal organization may have a more structured meeting with a specific order of business. 

Most generally, what seems to happen first at meetings is any specific club business is discussed - perhaps about the class you all will be teaching, the tree you will be decorating, a fundraising project that is in the works or any number of other things (including introducing and taking the names and addresses of new people at the meeting, collecting dues, distributing paper, etc.). Then, folding begins with either the group breaking up into smaller groups of folders with like abilities, or as an entire group. 

Whether the group breaks into smaller groups or stays together, there are several ways to decide what to fold. You may want to just pick something out of a new book and fold straight from diagrams. Someone may be prepared to teach a particular model or models. There may be a theme set to the meeting - valentines for example - or even butterflies, anything you can think of. It is best to plan for this sort of meeting ahead of time so everyone can be prepared to teach something if need be. If you all are working on a Christmas tree, you may have several meetings where nothing but the ornaments are folded (and another meeting to put them on the tree). 

Another fun type of meeting to have is for someone to learn a new technique to teach to the class - wet folding, for example, or dying papers, making tissue foil. Obviously, this type of meeting has to be thought out in advance so that preparations and any necessary supplies are available for those participating. You probably will just want to follow your own inclinations and do what "feels right" to you and the other folders in your group; you may want to follow the "norm" or do something completely different, it really is all up to you and your people.
Communicating With Your Members 

Communicating with people in your group may be as easy as picking up the phone and making a couple of phone calls, but communication is a must. Many times the details for the next meeting may be discussed at the present meeting. However, there are always people, who for one reason or another may not be at the meeting, or there could be something you need to tell your members about in-between meetings. There are many ways of handling communications, and while you may not utilize them all, you will find yourself having to utilize one or more! 

Phone calls to members between meetings are probably about the easiest form of communication with a group. If you have a large number of people that attend your meetings, however, you may want to set up a phone tree, where you make two calls, and those two people make two phone calls, and those two people make two phone calls... well, you get the idea. This is a really handy system until someone isn't home and the chain gets broken, so a redundancy worked into the system may help to prevent a breakdown from happening! It can save time if you need to get word spread in a hurry (the meeting has suddenly been canceled due to a huge snowstorm or something of that nature), and it saves one person from having to make a huge number of phone calls. Smaller chains may help and having the work numbers (of people that are allowed personal phone calls at work) can eliminate some of the inherent problems with phone chains. 

Some people though tend to forget things as soon as they've heard them, especially if they don't write them down or are not obligated to pass the word along, so you might think about a newsletter. A newsletter is also handy to drop in the mail to someone calling to ask about your group (and save their addresses, by the way, you may have a use for them later). A typical newsletter contains information about the upcoming meeting. This should include the name and street address of the meeting place, the time of the meeting, and a phone number for people to call with questions - especially if you are going to send it to new people who generally won't have all that information. Other things that may be included in a newsletter are book reviews of new books you have seen (or books you or someone else may have that others in the group may be interested in), articles written by you or another member about origami (perhaps you have one of those math types in your group that can explain origami mathematically), information on upcoming classes and displays done by group members, news from OrigamiUSA, a rundown of the previous meeting, requests for models for projects, diagrams (please follow copyright laws and etiquette), and just about anything else you think your group would like to hear about (although they may not enjoy a synopsis of your Aunt Martha's surgery as much as you think they would!) 

If a full blown newsletter is something you wouldn't wish to tackle, perhaps just a postcard to members every month to remind them about the upcoming meeting would suffice. If you have a meeting schedule for the entire year (many libraries will schedule a room for 6 months to a year) you could send a postcard to everyone you have an address for, whether they are members of the group or not. (One reason to get the address of everyone that comes to your meetings!) Don't forget, in this electronic age of ours, the computer! If there are members of your group that have access to e-mail there are many ways of sending them all a message at the same time - just check with your internet provider for details. Keeping in touch with your members is a great way to foster friendships, and keep things moving smoothly. Don't forget that communication is a two-way street. Be sure to let your members let you know how they feel about things - perhaps even if you don't want to do a newsletter, someone else may be willing to take on the job. Don't be afraid ask, and always listen to the answer!
Financing Group Expenses 

The first thing you have to ask yourself about finances is, "What is my group going to need money FOR?" The major expenses most groups seem to have is their newsletter, paper for the members at meetings, community projects they may want to do and, you may not have been lucky enough to find free meeting space. 

The "obvious" way to meet the newsletter, origami paper expenses and room costs is to have a fee to belong to your group - dues. Dues may be charged on a yearly basis, or by the meeting. The amount you need to charge people for your expenses would of course depend on the fee for the space, the price of copying and postage, etc., but typical amounts for yearly dues range from $6.00 up to $15.00, and amounts for meetings are about $1.00 (some charge less for children and nothing at all for a newcomer's first meeting). Other groups just have a "donation cup" at the meeting, where all members just pitch in what they are able (this may not work if your room fee is very large.) 

You should check with the place you are meeting, by the way, they may prefer that money not be exchanged - especially if you are getting free meeting space in a public building. In this case, you will have to find another solution to raising money. Which brings us to fundraising. 

There are many ways to raise funds for projects, meeting space, and all the other things you may need money for - it will just take some work. One way to raise funds is to charge for the classes you teach - this is difficult though if only one or two persons in the group can teach. Selling items at craft fairs is another possibility, although you may have to pay a fee to get table space for your group. [Also a model's creator needs to be recognized on the packaging when permission is obtained.] If it is a small fair, they may be willing to bargain with you about the fee. Many people have found that it is difficult to get the price a really well folded model deserves (your time in folding it is worth something), because people unfamiliar with origami will say "it's just paper." Items may sell well depending upon the audience you are trying to sell to. For example, one group sold dragons, "Enterprises" and other fantasy and science fiction related models at a Star Trek convention. 

If the project you need money for is charity work, don't be afraid to ask for assistance from people who could donate paper, or space, or a tree, or publicity, or anything else you may feel would defray your expenses. Many times the charity will be willing to use their letterhead to ask for paper donations, etc. Origami USA is also willing to help their members with paper for non-profit public events. Just remember, you never know if someone will be willing to help out unless you ask!
Publicizing Your Origami Group 

How do you get the word out around town, and your immediate area, about your newly organized group? Obviously you are advertising the existence of your group any time you put the group's name on a poster, or a flyer, in a display or a Christmas tree, or mention it while teaching a class. You can also hand out mini-flyers, brochures, business cards or folded models with your name and the name of the group on it and a phone number. You can also have a "set" model with the information printed or copied onto the paper, so that when the model is folded, the information is readily seen - great for tips, for folding on the bus, giving away when people ask about your cool origami earrings, etc. 

There are some other, maybe not so obvious, ways to publicize suggested by OrigamiUSA groups that you may not have thought to try. Newspapers can be a great source for publicizing your group. Many have free listings for clubs and non-profit organizations. Call and find out what their requirements are. If you are doing a project for a charity, don't hesitate to tell the newspaper about it - they may send someone down for a photo-op! If they don't send a photographer, don't be shy about sending them your own pictures with a press release. Black and white pictures are best for this, and a well written press release may not be just thrown in the trash - call the paper and see if they have a particular style. Write your press release as though you were writing the story for them (the less work they have to do, the better the chance that it will get printed). In larger cities don't forget the "neighborhood" papers, they may be more willing to publicize local people than larger metropolitan papers. 

If you are a non-profit group, check with radio and television stations about public service announcements. You never know until you ask! If you are working with a charity on a particular project, the charity may be able to help with some publicizing. Notices and releases submitted on a well known charity's letterhead may get more attention than your own. Ask at your local bookstores, art stores, museums, libraries and just about anyplace else you may find books or paper for buying, borrowing or perusal, about putting cards or mini flyers into origami books on the shelves or in paper bins. SOMEONE is buying or checking those books out all the time! This is another great place to put all those preprinted models that you fold. 

If you have a member that works for a large company (or are meeting in the building) you may be able to get featured in a company newsletter. Other employees may be folders, or know a folder they can pass the article to. 

Try and do as many displays as possible. These are great ways of getting origami seen and appreciated, and your club's name and phone number in the public eye. Money folds for bank displays, animal folds for the zoo, dinosaurs for museums, models illustrating favorite books for libraries, hearts for the blood bank, and just about anything else you can think of are all good displays. You may want to consider including easier models for those that may want to try origami but are intimidated by the complexity of all those Montroll dinosaurs or Lang's Cuckoo Clock! 

Japanese festivals, craft fairs and bazaars are great places to not only sell your origami [always after obtaining permission], but to demonstrate and teach origami, and to let people know your group exists. You may even consider buying T-shirts (or hats or buttons or jackets or ...) as a group with a logo for your club, or origami related T-shirts from OrigamiUSA, people will ask about it! Even just wearing your own origami jewelry will catch other people's eyes. If you fold, they will ask. You just need to be willing to go to a few lengths to get your group's name out there in the world. It all takes time, but it can be very rewarding in that people will be appreciating origami and you may be finding others willing to help you continue to share.
Group Activities 

Any group activity can be considered successful as long as people have had fun folding and sharing and learning. There are many things that groups can do together. The focus of this chapter will be ways that groups can share origami with other people not in their group. 

The most obvious and usual way to share origami is through a teaching experience. If it is to be a group activity, you will need to have more than one or two people comfortable with teaching and working with others. Many groups, when teaching as a group at a cultural fair or festival divide the hours up between their people so that no one gets really burned out teaching for too long a period. Another suggestion to prevent burnout, is to have several tables with different models and varying complexity and have teachers periodically switch from table to table. This idea is taken to the max when a club decides to hold a folding festival in their city (see Appendix A). 

Folding demonstrations can take on a theme, Christmas tree ornaments, for an example. While the majority of the ornaments for a tree could be folded in advance, participants would be invited to fold their own to put on the tree (or take home). As some members of the group decorate the tree, others can be teaching passersby how to fold other ornaments. (Of course this would only work if your tree happened to be in a public area - say a library.) 

There have been other interesting group projects. One for example, folded cranes for a charity at a science fiction convention - also teaching a waterbomb on which a "Star Trek" scene had been copied onto the paper. Earth Day is another popular event to hold classes, simpler animals along with a conservation theme can be quite effective. Hearts for Valentine's Day. Bunnies for Easter. For nearly every holiday there will be something you can fold - even Halloween! How do you get a group activity to be successful? PLAN - and then do it! All participants in your group need to be aware of their responsibilities for teaching, finding or buying paper, making sure facilities are available, and doing all the things that need to be done!
Appendix A Planning and Holding a Folding Festival 

How is a folding festival organized? How many people does it take? What kind of time and effort are involved? Whether your festival is going to be an event contained in one building, or even one room, for several hours; or a citywide, week-long project, here are some handy tips for making it successful. 

One person should be ultimately responsible for organizing the event, no matter how many willing recruits there are to help coordinate people and events. This person should be responsible, willing to commit to the time needed for the event, and have the interpersonal skills required to coordinate people and activities. This person may delegate some responsibility, but still be accountable for getting things done. 

Plan ahead and make a list of every contact and resource you have within the city where you are planning the event. This includes sponsorship of the event, promotion, financial support, or a place or places to hold activities. You can ask television and radios stations for community air time. You can ask companies and other groups (cultural centers, consulates, etc.) for support for paper for displays and other activities. Go to restaurants in the neighborhood of your festival and suggest coupon sponsorship of the event, where festival-goers receive a coupon to entice them into the restaurant for a discounted meal. 

Set up a timeline and try to keep deadlines. If you are doing a festival for the first time, give yourself plenty of time to get things organized. Remember to include time for breaking down the festival site and after-festival chores. Your festival location(s) are important. Is there plenty of parking? Sufficient space for activities planned there? If you are you expecting out-of-town folders, how easy is it for them to get around to your festival sites? 

Give some thought to the timing of your event. If you would like people to come from out of town, will it be a good time for people to travel to your city? If your event is small, perhaps choosing a weekend after it starts getting cold would bring people indoors looking for something interesting to do. 

Give some thought to admission. Obviously, you will have more visitors to your festival if you can afford to let people participate free of charge, but if you have to rent space, or have other promotional or organizational expenses, you may have to charge a fee to cover these costs. It may be possible for one of your sponsors to help in this area by shouldering some of the expense so admission is less than it would be otherwise, If people are traveling to your festival, you should try to consider their travel expenses and keep admission to a minimum. 

A festival guide is handy for those attending, especially if your festival will be a larger event covering several days and/or locations. Maps and activity schedules, and bathroom locations are essential. Other things to include in your guide are activities and points of interest in your city and prominent advertising of your sponsors. Establish one spot at the center of activities where questions can be answered, registration packages picked up, messages can be left for others, and generally be used as the nerve center so that last minute changes or problems can be dealt with quickly. 

An ID card or badge is helpful to identify participants in the festival, especially in the case where your festival may be taking place in a public building where other events may be taking place, or in the case that you need to charge admission for entrance to festival activities. 

Allow enough time at the end of your event to get displays packed and removed from facilities. Try not to inconvenience your facility by tardiness. Follow up with your sponsor(s). A well-written thank-you letter with an assessment of the festival would be appropriate. A gift of a unique model or small display may be appreciated, also. Don't forget your volunteers and teachers, and the other people who helped make the festival successful: you may want to have them help you again!
Appendix B About OrigamiUSA 

In the 1920's Lillian Oppenheimer began folding paper to amuse her daughter, Molly, who was ill at the time. Lillian had found an origami book by Murray and Rigney and she and Molly learned a few models from it - from such humble beginnings came the organization known the world over as OrigamiUSA. In October 6, 1958, soon after Meyer Berger wrote an article about Lillian in the New York Times, about 25 people met at the offices of the Japan Society. The Origami Center of America was located in Lillian's home, where she had amassed a large collection of origami books and models. Meetings were held at Lillian's home and, until 1980, so were the conventions! 

1972 saw the decoration of the first origami tree at the American Museum of Natural History, through the interest of Alice Grey, a curator with the Museum, making beginning of the ongoing relationship with the institution. Realizing that no one person would have the means to continue the Origami Center of America, in 1980 Michael Shall germinated the seeds of The Friends of The Origami Center of America, incorporating as a New York not for profit art-education organization. Michael was the first President and Lillian the first life time member. Fourteen years later, The Friends became OrigamiUSA with members from around the world.
Membership Benefits 

• Members receive a copy of THE PAPER four to six times a year. 

• Members can attend the annual convention . 

• Members can request origami paper for volunteer public events if it is 


• A not for profit activity 


• OUSA Members volunteer to demonstrate origami 


• Information about OrigamiUSA Membership is available to public. 


• A report will be written for THE PAPER 

• Members can ask the office for local member contact information. 

• Members receive a discount on orders from THE ORIGAMI SOURCE c/o Phyliss Meth 40-05 166th Street Flushing, NY 11358 Information: http://www.origami-usa.org
Local area group 

A Local area group is any group of members who ask to be listed in OrigamiUSA's publications to enable more members to come together to fold. 

• Local area groups are listed in the OrigamiUSA publication, The Paper, and on the website, http://www.origami-usa.org


• Local area groups operate in a not-for-profit manner (although it need not be registered as a 501(c)3). 

• The local group may be anywhere in the world. 

• Local area group membership is open to the public and its meetings are open to all members. 

• To register as a Local area group: Send Local area group information to OrigamiUSA, attention: Local Area Group Coordinator 15 West 77 Street, New York, NY 10024, (212) 769-5635
INFORMATION NEEDED: Group name, contact person, contact address, phone and e-mail. Meeting day, location, and web page (if available).
MEMBERSHIP 

Mail the following information to: 

OrigamiUSA: Membership 

15 West 77th Street 

New York, NY 10024-5192 

212/ 769-5635 

web: www.origami-usa.org 

Name: ...................................................................................................................... 

Address .................................................................................................................... 

City and State: ........................................................................................................ 

Zip Code [Country]: ........................................................................................... 

Phone: ...................................................................................................................... 

email: ........................................................................................................................ 

(Please add to origami e-list: YES NO) 

Category: (check one) 

$20 Junior ( up to age 18) 

$30 Individual (USA) 

$50 Family 

$40 Neighbor (Canada & Mexico)

$45 Overseas

$75 Contributor *
$125 Supporter *
$250 Patron *

$500 Benefactor *

$1000 Guardian *
Generally mail is sent 4th class. (Contributor and higher categories receive first class postal delivery. If you want first class mail in other categories, add $12.) 

Membership ............................................$..................................... 

Postage ....................................................$..................................... 

Total ........................................................$..................................... 

Check enclosed: Yes No 

credit card: 

Visa M/C Card Holder: ..................................................................... #................................................................................................. 

Expire: ................ 

Signature: ................................................................................................................
